






Our Humanities Collaboration project is dedicated to the legacy of Jean Classon. 
Jean was a founding board member for GRDSM and served as the Treasurer and 
Accountant for our organization until her passing on May 26th, 2023.

As a youth, Jean played trombone throughout her middle and high school years. 
Sitting in this first chair, principal position, was the first time Jean got a sense of 
what liberation felt like. As a trombonist, she had no one in front of her, and music 
was a key to realizing her potential, and she got to work.

Jean’s activism began at the age of 16 in Alden, IA, after reading Betty Friedan’s book, 
“The Feminine Mystique.” Friedan’s book articulated Jean’s experiences with the 
inequalities of being a girl in such a way that she felt compelled to get involved in the 
Women’s movement. At 21 years old, Jean founded both the Des Moines AND Iowa 
chapters of NOW, the National Organization For Women — the second oldest in the 
nation, next to Chicago, where the organization began. 

She recognized the need for cis-women to take up leadership positions, especially 
in the board room, and forged a path for countless, emerging organizations to 
come. Accounting has always been Jean’s passion, and she has always felt driven 
to provide leadership within non-profits serving women & girls, through a skill set 
not commonly held by Women, in the early 1970s. She was doing the work, and 
protesting in Washington D.C. when Roe v. Wade passed. Protest has always been a 
major form of activism for Jean, and her advice to folx protesting today is “Don’t give 
up, [it’s] back to basics.”  
 
Fun facts about Jean and her legendary “Classon Accounting” business: she was 
the accountant for the Val Air Ballroom for about 20 years; she once paid Snoop 
Dogg in cash for a show at the Val Air. Jean also met her favorite musical artist, Rick 
Springfield, through working at the Val Air; “Don’t Talk To Strangers” was her favorite 
Springfield tune.

We’re celebrating Jean because she has always been a mentor 
and Mother to our organization. Mentors include those of us 
who spark ideas, feed others with inspiration, ignite fires from 
within, and lead exquisitely, exemplary lives, often without 
much awareness or fanfare of the ways in which they’ve 
manifested change for countless generations. 
Interpersonally connected to her or not, 
through something as gloriously 
geeky as numbers, taxes, and 
accounting, she brought about a 
tidal wave of liberation for us all.

We see you Jean Classon, and we 
love and appreciate you ever so 
deeply. Rest In Power, Mother of  
the Women’s Movement.

dedication
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How to Book a Gig
IN 5 STEPS

1 REACH OUT

Contact the venue you want to play at via 
email and follow up with a phone call.

2 PICK A DATE

Have a date already chosen, when you email 
the venue, but be willing to be flexible. 

3 SEND A SONG

Send one or two of your songs for reference. Your 
recording doesn’t need to be a studio recording but 
should be as high of quality as possible. Ie. use a phone 
and record a voice memo of your song or band.

4 HAVE A BILL

With a couple of other artists or a fully formed lineup 
already assembled, you’ll be more likely to get the gig. 
Make sure to include the other musicians’ songs too.

5 FOLLOW UP. FOLLOW UP. FOLLOW UP. 

Stay persistent, but not annoyingly so; think once or twice 
a month here. There are usually many people trying to 
line up shows, all the time. Do not get discouraged if it 
takes a while, by emailing regularly, you’ll keep popping 
up on their radar. Keep practicing, and it will happen.

To get you started, here are some 
Des Moines music scene venue 

contacts for booking shows.

xBk Live 

1159 24th St. Des Moines, IA 50311

https://xbklive.com/contact/

Lefty’s Live Music 

2307 University Ave. Des Moines, IA 50311

https://leftyslivemusic.com/?page_id=412

bookingforleftys@gmail.com

@snatchmoragu

https://xbklive.com/contact/
https://leftyslivemusic.com/?page_id=412






What Is A Stage Plot?
Here is an example of GR!DSM’s stage plot for our rock camp showcases.

AUDIENCE

Congratulations! You got the gig, now send your 
stage plot to the audio engineer at the venue! 

A band stage plot can be referred to as a stage 
plan, or band stage diagram. A band or soloist 
creates a stage plot to show how their equipment 
will be set up on stage. This helps sound engineers 
adjust the sound for your performance.

Now create your own stage plot, so you’re 
ready for that next gig. You can use any shape to 
communicate what goes where, just be consistent 
and label everything.
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Help Joni Mitchell 
get back to the garden!

@snatchmoragu
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HOW TO GROW YOUR OWN SALSA GARDEN

SALSA FUN FACTS:

LITTLE SALSA ON THE PRAIRIE 

TOMATO

CILANTRO ONION

N

W E

S

A Little Salsa on the Prairie - The Changing Character of Perry, Iowa 
“a documentary that chronicles the rapid ethnic diversification of the community.” 
As people move and immigrate, they bring their favorite plants and animals with 
them. Let’s celebrate the wonderful tapestry of ethnicities in our communities, 
while learning a bit more about how to plant food with a salsa garden!

Always plant your tallest plants on the Northwest side of your garden, so they don’t block the 
sun for other plants… unless you’re doing that on purpose. Some plants don’t like as much sun.

ONION CILANTRO

TOMATO TOMATOJALAPEÑO

1: Salsa music is a style of Latin American music, 
combining elements of Cuban, Puerto Rican, and 
American influences. Because most of the basic 
musical components predate the labeling of salsa, 
there have been many controversies regarding its 
origin. Most songs considered salsa are primarily 
based on son montuno, with elements of mambo, 
Latin jazz, bomba, plena, and guaracha. All of these 
elements are adapted to fit the basic son montuno 
template when performed within the context of salsa.

2: Listen to Celia Cruz, the “Queen Of Salsa”, and her 
song “La Vida Es Un Carnaval” while you plant your 
salsa garden. Another legend in Latin Pop is Gloria 
Estefan; her music combines Salsa and Pop; go 
ahead and queue up “Conga” while you wait for your 
garden to grow. Queue in this sense means to line up 
the songs you want to play or hear next.

San Marzano Tomatoes work great for salsa! 
Check out Seed Savers Exchange for heirloom 
varieties of plants that grow well in Iowa. Heirlooms 
are traditional varieties of plants or animals raised on 
small farms or community gardens, typically passed 
down from generation to generation.

@snatchmoragu
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DIVE IN through hands-on learning

|| verb: become suddenly and enthusiastically involved in something ||

“CROSS YOU OUT”
By Greg Wheeler and the Poly Mall Cops

I call you my brother

But it's nothing to you

Just so sick about
always thinking

I revolve around you

I’ll cross you out
Out, out, out, out

(repeat)

You’re gone forever
You are gone

I cry on your shoulder

But it’s just business to you

Can’t stop thinking about
the time I’ve wasted

Wasted on you
4



“Laruelz” by Elly Hofmaier, aka - Penny Peach
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